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It has been a long time coming, but the wait is

over: Linux has its first real end-user power tool. It's
not for administrators. It's not for network hacks. It's
not another developers tool. It's for artists. It's for
media managers and graphics nuts. It's for fun. It's
for real. It's the GIMP.

- Michael Hammel, Linux Journal, November 1997

I�ve written my last three columns on
WordPerfect 8. It�s terrific. It did everything I needed
it to do (including converting WP documents to Word
documents). It�s as complex a word-processing pro-
gram as you�ll ever need, and it�s easy to learn and
use.

- Gary Krakow, msnbc.com, December 18, 1998

[StarOffice] offers essentially all the features of
other office suites, such as Microsoft Office. Further-
more, every component is Internet-aware.  In addi-
tion, StarOffice is available for Windows 95 and NT,
OS/2, SCO OpenServer, Linux, and a few other Unix
dialects. Thus, no matter which OS you have, you
can take advantage of its features. Just what is
StarOffice missing then? Simply a pair of asbestos
gloves. This product is one hot item!

- Jim Mohr, SCO World, June/July 1998
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StarOffice, a suite of productivity applications
comparable to Microsoft Office, has proved that Linux
users do not have to sacrifice any features in a mod-
ern office suite. It has a fully integrated set of power-
ful applications which provide word processing,
spreadsheet, graphic design, presentation, database
access, HTML editing, mail/news reading, event plan-
ning, and formula editing. StarOffice runs native on
all major operating environments including Linux,
Windows NT/95/98, Macintosh, and OS/2. StarOffice
is fully compatible with Microsoft Office file formats,
allowing users can access existing Microsoft Office
files and data and save their documents in forms
readable by Microsoft Office users. StarOffice Per-
sonal edition is available free for download from
www.stardivision.com.

Linux is a free operating system, designed
for both the single user and the multiuser system.
Written in 1991, it has a growing user base of ap-
proximately 10 million strong.  Using the X Window
program, you can tailor your desktop to fit your indi-
vidual needs.  Linux provides a stable and secure
alternative to the Windows family of operating sys-
tems.

There is a wide variety of office applications
for Linux, many that rival if not exceed those avail-
able for Microsoft Windows and many are completely
free.
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WordPerfect is the original word processing
standard in the office environment. Now available
for Linux, it delivers the same word-processing ca-
pabilities as the Windows version of WordPerfect,
plus many features available only for Linux, includ-
ing the ability to share information easily with en-
hanced compatibility features and support for over
1,000 printers. WordPerfect for Linux can be down-
loaded free from linux.corel.com. WordPerfect is also
available for other platforms, including Windows NT/
95/98, Macintosh, DOS, and UNIX.

The GIMP, an acronym for GNU Image Ma-
nipulation Program, is the Linux alternative to Adobe
Photoshop.  It is an extremely powerful piece of soft-
ware with many capabilities. It can be used as a
simple paint program, an expert quality photo re-
touching program, an online batch processing sys-
tem, a mass production image renderer, an image
format converter, as well as many other uses. Like
Photoshop, it is designed to be augmented with
plugins and extensions to do just about anything. The
advanced scripting interface allows everything from
the simplest task to the most complex image ma-
nipulation procedures to be easily scripted. GIMP can
be downloaded free from http://www.gimp.org. Ver-
sions are also available for the Windows platform
and OS/2.


